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for the levy of tolls on a portion of the ' great road and high-
way to London from the north part of England 'l. How-
ever, the beginning of the turnpike system proper dates from
the Restoration. In 1663 it was enacted that toll should be
levied in the counties of Hertford, Cambridge and Hunting-
don on ' horses, carts, coaches, waggons, droves and gangs
of cattle', going along the ancient post road from London
to Scotland a; and the money was to be expended in repair
of the road, ' the ordinary course appointed by the laws J
being inadequate for the purpose. The turnpike system
became common in the eighteenth century though it en-
countered much opposition 8, and ultimately there were over
eleven hundred bodies of turnpike trustees—the trustees
being persons of local position authorized by Act of Parlia-
ment to construct and maintain a road, and to levy tolls 4.
They administered eventually twenty-three thousand miles
of road, while the highways which did not come within their
sphere were maintained by the parish 5.
The state of the roads made the carriage of commodities
transport. ^ jan(j difficuit and costly. An attempt was made, there-
fore, to utilize as much as possible an alternative method of
transport, namely, river transport50. The Severn, for example,
was the great highway for the West of England6, and it
doubtless played its part in tlu early development of the
West Country. The eastern counties were served by the
Bedford Ouse, and the Trent was one of the links between
the North and South7. As the necessity for improved
methods of communication grew more urgent in order to
transport raw materials and manufactured articles, as well
1 Hist. MSS. Comm. iii. 27.	z Statutes, v. 436 seq.
8 Turnpike gates were sometimes destroyed : Statutes at Large, v. 481
(1728).
* Webb, The King's Highway, 116. On the defects of the turnpike
system, see ibid, chapter vii. Defoe proposed that some of the waste
should be appropriated to persons who would undertake to repair the
highways : An Essay upon Projects (1697), 75 seq.
5 Elaborate regulations regarding surveyors, number of horses, turn-
pikes, etc., were laid down in 1773 : Statutes at Large, viii. 266, 309, 340,
346, 357. 404, 482, 488, 585.
•* For the coasting trade, see infra, Appendix, p. 502, No. 3.
a Statutes, vii. 621 ; Hist. MSS. Comm. Verulant, 250.
7 Pratt, A History of Inland Transport and Communication in England,
112, 119,121. On river navigation, see also Jackman, The Development of
Transportation in Modern Englandt i. 157 seq.; and Willan, River Navigation
in England, 1600-1750, passim.

